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ABOUT THE IMMUNISATION COALITION

The Immunisation Coalition (IC) consists of medical and 
scientific specialists from around Australia and New Zealand 
with an interest in vaccine preventable diseases. The IC 
evolved out of the Influenza Specialist Group (ISG), which 
first appeared in 1992 with influenza and other infectious 
respiratory diseases as its primary focus.

VISION

The Immunisation Coalition will improve the protection of 
all Australians against infectious diseases by advocacy for 
immunisation.
 
MISSION 

•  To create public awareness regarding the importance 
of immunisation by providing educational materials and 
communication programs.

•  To co-operate with key Australian professional bodies, 
consumer advocacy groups and the Australian, State 
and Territory Governments in their educational activities 
focused on immunisation to bring information to Australian 
healthcare professionals and the public.

•  To work with consumers, health professionals and 
organisations with an interest in immunisation, ensuring 
that the information provided to consumers through our 
website and other communication channels is current, 
easily understood and scientifically informed. 

ISG ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING

Each year, the IC commences its program of activities with 
the ISG Annual Scientific Meeting, held in Melbourne at 
the beginning of February. Attendees include members of 
the scientific and medical community, government health 
officials, pharmaceutical industry representatives, academics, 
and delegates from other health related NGOs.
 
SPONSORSHIP & SUPPORT

The IC is able to carry out its important work thanks to the 
generosity of its sponsors and in-kind supporters. Regardless 
of the source of sponsorship or support, full control over all of 
the IC’s activities and published materials is ensured through 
its Board of Directors.

We would like to acknowledge the 
support of sponsors for this event:



Annual Scientific Meeting

4.30pm ARRIVAL DRINKS 

5.00pm  Welcome and introduction  
Prof Lou Irving, Meeting Chair 

Director of Respiratory Medicine, Melbourne Health; IC Member

5.10pm Review of 2018 influenza season in Australia and what to expect in 2019 
Prof Ian Barr, Deputy Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Reference & Research on 
Influenza; IC Member

5.30pm Review the use of enhanced vaccines in Australia and overseas 
Prof Allen Cheng, Director, Infection Prevention and Healthcare Epidemiology, Alfred 
Health, Monash University

5.55pm Infection control in aged care facilities 
Dr Paul Griffin, Senior Lecturer, Medicine; Director of Infectious Diseases, the University of 
Queensland and Mater Hospitals; IC Director

6.15pm ENTRÉE SERVED

6.30pm New influenza antivirals
A/Prof Aeron Hurt, Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory (VIDRL), WHO 
Collaborating Centre for Reference and Research on Influenza; IC Member

6.50pm MAIN COURSE SERVED

7.20pm Developments in RSV vaccines (virtual presentation)
Prof Peter Openshaw, Professor of Experimental Medicine, Imperial College London; 
Honorary Physician, Department of Respiratory Medicine, St Mary’s Campus of the 
Imperial College NHS Trust

8.00pm DESSERT SERVED

8.15pm Trivia Quiz 
Dr Alan Hampson oam, IC member

8.45pm Summary and overview
A/Prof Lou Irving

9.00pm         CLOSE

Day One: Sunday 3 February 2019   Macedon Room 
 



8.30am COFFEE/TEA 

8.50am Welcome and introduction
Prof Lou Irving, Meeting Chair

Director of Respiratory Medicine, Melbourne Health; IC Member

 
Session 1: Immunology and vaccination 

9.00am Flu immunology for the non-immunologist 
Dr Oanh Nguyen, Research Fellow, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, 
Doherty Institute 

9.30am Universal vaccines and monoclonal antibodies        
Dr Adam Wheatley, Research Fellow, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, 
University of Melbourne

10.00am Vaccine options for seasonal influenza         
Prof Kanta Subbarao, Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Reference and Research on 
Influenza

10.25am Overview of US LAIV policy in children (virtual presentation)        
Dr Alicia Fry, Chief, Epidemiology and Prevention Branch, Influenza Division, CDC’s 
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD) 

11.00am MORNING TEA 

11.40am Advances of paediatric vaccines in Australia 
Prof Kristine Macartney, Director of NCIRS 

12.05pm Surveillance of influenza vaccine safety        
Prof Kristine Macartney, Director of NCIRS

12.30pm Smartvax        
Dr Alan Leeb, Principal General Practitioner, Illawarra Medical Centre; Developer of 
Smartvax; IC Member

12.55pm LUNCH

Day Two: Monday 4 February 2019    Victoria Ballroom
 



 
Session 2: Advances in disease prevention 

2.00pm Adult pneumococcal vaccination   
Dr Tony Korman, Adjunct Associate Professor, School of Clinical Sciences, Monash Health 
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, Monash University; Director, Monash Infectious 
Diseases 

2.20pm Pneumococcal pneumonia prevention – national and international perspective  
Dr Robert Menzies, Senior Lecturer, School of Public Health & Community Medicine, 
UNSW; IC Member 

2.40pm Influenza — a reality check!  
Prof Gary Grohmann, Independent Consultant, Health Systems & Innovation, & Essential  
Medicines Programme, WHO Geneva, Switzerland; IC Director

3.05pm Australian Immunisation Register 
Tracie Hibbard, Director, Australian Immunisation Register, Department of Human Services  
Melaynie Quinn, Immunisation Registers, Australian Government Department of Health 

 
Session 3: Vaccine delivery and supply workshop

CHAIR Dr Alan Hampson oam, IC Member    

3.30pm PRESENTATIONS BY:  

• Aramik Tahmasian, General Manager, EBOS Healthcare: Role of wholesalers and 
distribution process 

• Kerryn Lajoie, Vaccin8@Work; IC Member: Nurse perspective 

• Maja Adjukovic, Pharmacy Guild of Australia: Pharmacy perspective

• Dr Shane Jackson, Pharmaceutical Society of Australia: Pharmacist perspective 

• Dr Rod Pearce am, Adelaide and country General Practitioner; Medical Officer, Eastern 
Health Authority and Royal District Nursing Service; IC Member: GP perspective

• Angela Newbound, Immunisation Hub Coordinator, Adelaide PHN; IC Member: 
PHN perspective 

4.30pm Summary and overview   
A/Prof Lou Irving

4.45pm CLOSE



ATTENDEES LIST 2019

SURNAME FIRST NAME POSITION, ORGANISATION

Ajdukovic Maja Business Development Manager, The Pharmacy Guild

Akyol Berkan Marketing Manager, Seqirus

Alafaci Annette Reserach Assistant, MCRI

Anuradha Satyamurthy Public Health Staff Specialist, Queensland Health

Barr Ian Deputy Director, WHO CC

Bayliss Julianne Senior MSL, GSK

Bean Andrew Health and Medicine Domain Leader, CSIRO

Beisner Birgit Head, NIP Vaccines Business, GSK

Bennett Kerry CEO, Head of College, Graduate House, University of Melbourne

Bollands Allen Director, Pandemic Solutions, Asia Pacific, Seqirus

Booy Robert Chairman, Immunisation Coalition

Borek Anna Immunisation RN, Cabrini Health

Borg Claire Medical Manager, GSK

Bruce Kerri Experimental Scientist, CSIRO

Buschhaus Nico Senior Product Manager, Sanofi Pasteur

Carroll Paul Key Account Manager, Pfizer Vaccines

Cheng Allen Director, Infection Prevention Healthcare Epi, Monash University

Choi Seulki Health Outcomes Senior Associate, Sanofi

Chu Sarah GP, Turbot Street Medical Centre

Clark Richard Epidemiologist, Health FX

Clarke Chris Senior Medical Manager, Seqirus

Cooper Christine Vaccines, Pfizer

Crossley Caroline Public Health Registrar, WA

Dai Meiling Postdoc, CSIRO

Danchin Margie IC Director, Senior Resarch Fellow/Paediatrcian, MCRI/RCH

Dowell Dani Senior Director, Marketing, Seqirus

Drew Sara Education Manager, The Benchmarque Group

Duckworth Eleanor Social Media Assistant, Immunisation Foundation of Australia

Eizenberg Peter GP/Director, Doctors of Ivanhoe

Eizenberg Claire GP, Doctors of Ivanhoe

Elia Sonja Nurse practitioner, RCH Immunisation Service

Felter Christian Head of Medical ANZ, Sanofi

Flintoff Alexandra Immunisation Nurse, Immunisation Nurses Special Interest Group

Forde Andrea Public Health Physician

Geddes Jayne Office Manager, Immunisation Coalition

Gibson Margie Immunisation Nurse, SAEFVIC

Gough Tamara Research Assistant, CSIRO

Greenhalgh Chris NIP Vaccines Brand Manager, GSK

Griffin Paul IC Director, Senior Lecturer, University of Queensland

Griffin Ken Interim CEO, APNA

Grohmann Gary IC Director, Director, Environmental Pathogens

Grundling Anne-Marie Commercial Manager (Public markets), Sanofi

Hampson Alan Senior Editor, Influenza and Other Respiratory Viruses

Harper Susan Manager Infection Prevention, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre

Harris Sharon Immunisation Nurse Advisor, DHHS—Immunisation Unit

Harris Anne Vaccines Cluster Lead ANZ & Korea, Pfizer Australia Pty Ltd

Herz Jennifer Managing Director, Biointelect

Hester Paul Sales and Marketing Director, Primary Care, MSD
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Hohl Norman Medical Director, Health HQ

Holland Philippa Senior Nurse Immuniser, City of Melbourne

Horman William PhD Student, University of Melbourne

Hughes Lynn Immunisation Networks Manager, GSK

Hunter Jessica Registeted Nurse, Ascot Family Practice

Hurt Aeron A/Prof, WHO CC

Irving Lou A/Prof, Director of Respiratory Medicine, Melbourne Health

Jones Leanne IC Director, GP, Caledonian Medical
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Kidd Silas Media Officer, Immunisation Coalition

Kladis Gina Marketing Manager, Seqirus

Korman Tony Director, Monash Infectious Diseases

Kotsimbos Tom Assoc Prof, Respiratory Physician, Alfred Hospital

Kwaijtaal Martijn Roche Products, Medical Manager

Lajoie Kerryn Immunisation Nurse, Vaccin8@work

Lear Brogan Commercial Operations Graduate, Seqirus

Lee Lisa Professional Services Operations Manager, Apotex

Lee Donna Research Nurse, SAEFVIC

Leeb Alan GP, SmartVax

Leong Jane Head of Medical Affairs, Seqirus

Litt John A/Prof, Flinders University

Lovett Dell Nurse Consultant, C & D.F. Lovett

Macartney Kristine Director, NCIRS

Mackay Kate Workforce Immunisation Nurse, Cabrini Health

Mahon Emily BDM Molecular Point of Care, Roche Diagnostics Australia Pty Ltd

Mansberg Ginni GP, Director, Immunisation Coalition

Mansi James Global Medical Affairs Lead, Seqirus

Mara Kostlend Postdoc Researcher, CSIRO

Martin Wilma Workforce Immunisation Nurse, Austin Health

Mastrogiannis Andrea Brand Manager, Seqirus

Matthews Erin Brand Manager, Seqirus

McArdle Barbara National Influenza Coordinator, Immunisation Advisory Centre, New Zealand

McDonald Meg Postgraduate Student, CSIRO AAHL

McKay Brad GP, East Sydney Doctors

Menzies Rob Senior Lecturer, UNSW

Moran Alexis Medical student, University of New South Wales

Murfitt Diana Senior Advisor — Immunisation, Ministry of Health, New Zealand

Murphy Brendan CMO, Department of Health

Newbound Angela Immunisation Hub Coordinator, Adelaide PHN

Nguyen Oanh Senior Research Fellow, Peter Doherty Institute

Nihill Genevieve Marketing Manager, Seqirus

Norman Daniel PhD candidate, Telethon Kids Institute

Paris Gabrielle Medical Science Liaison, GSK

Pearce Rodney GP, Athelstone Medical Clinic

Philips Leanne Nurse Practitioner, Queensland Children’s Hospital

Pilot Caroline Market Development Lead. Obesity, Novo Nordisk

Pollock Wendy Maternal Critical Care Consultant, Maternal Critical Care

Prodanovic Danica Associate, Biointelect



Follow us on Twitter:  
www.twitter.com/immunisationgap 

Find us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/immunisationcoalition 

MORE INFORMATION
Suite 1222, 1 Queens Road
Melbourne 3004
Victoria, Australia
E: info@immunisationcoalition.org.au
T: +61 3 98638650

www.immunisationcoalition.org.au

Quinn Melaynie Assistant Director, Immunisation Registers Section, DoH

Reidy Thomas Business Director, mdBriefCase

Riley Nicholas Market Access, Sanofi

Rootes Christina Experimental Scientist, CSIRO

Rose Donald GP, Summerdale Medical Practice

Rudrararaju Rajeev Research Fellow, University of Melbourne

Sakowsky Damian Pharmacist Manager, Cranbourne Community Pharmacy

Sampson Kim CEO, Immunisation Coalition

Sampson Tessa Medical Librarian,  Immunisation Coalition

Shetty Harsha Medical Affairs, Seqirus Pty Ltd

Smith David Clinical Virologist, PathWest Laboratory Medicine WA

Smith Karen Regulatory Affairs Senior Product Manager, Roche Products Pty Limited

Sperber Susanne Head of Communications, Immunisation Coalition

Stuart Rhonda Director Infection Prevention, Monash Health

Subbarao Kanta Director, WHO CC

Sutherland Drew CEO, The Benchmarque Group

Tahmasian Aramik General Manager, EBOS Healthcare

Tham Maureen Senior Scientific Adviser, Seqirus

Tong Steven Associate Professor, Steven Tong

Trygg Anna Product Manager, Sanofi

Van Buynder Paul Professor, Griffith University

Vial Christophe Public Markets, Sanofi

Wachtel Amy Immunisation Support Offcier, City of Melbourne

Walmsley Marita Director, Immunisation Coalition

Wheatley Adam Senior Research Officer, University of Melbourne

Wilson Claire Medical Science Liaison, Sanofi Pasteur

Wilson Anne GP, Summerdale Medical

Wooward Michael A/Prof, Director Aged Care Services, Austin Hospital

Xavier Vanessa Head of Market Access, Sanofi Pasteur

Yin Kevin Medical Manager, Sanofi Pasteur


