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How was the 2017 SH influenza season for you? 

•  Normal season – nothing much different from any other 

•  Low season – similar to 2010 

•  Medium season – similar to 2011, 2013 
 
•  Big season – similar to 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016 

•  Massive season – Once in every decade or two = 2009! 



2017 Australian Influenza season 
•  A big “Influenza” season by most accounts 

–  NNDSS Lab confirmed influenza data 
–  Highest “interseasonal” influenza activity (Jan-Mar) on record (again) 
–  More than double the previous highest no. of lab confirmed cases 

recorded 249,774 (cf: 2015:100,597)  
–  Slightly early start to main season with increased cases reported by 

NNDSS in early-June, slight delay in peak (Wk 36 w/e Sept 8) baseline Dec. 
–  ASPREN-VIDRL ILI figures showed highest levels in 5 years 
–  Extremely high level of press coverage throughout season 

•  Characteristics of season 
–  Australia mainly A(H3N2), followed by B’s and A(H1N1)pdm09  
–  FluCan data; 3969 admissions; double 2016 (1860);  cases admitted 

directly to ICU 8.9% in 2017 (10%:2016, 8.7%:2015, 14.3%:2013;     
14% kids, 33% adults, 52% >65y 

–  Deaths; 598 (2016: 92) influenza associated (to 27 Oct) 
–   Paediatric hospitalizations – 68 (2016:21); 51 flu A, 16 Flu B, 1 death 
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Influenza in 2017 in Australia 
SENTINEL GP ILI SURVEILLANCE 

Source: ASPREN and VicSPIN 



Lab confirmed influenza in Australia 2013-17 
(NNDSS) 



Lab confirmed influenza in Australia 2017 by State 
- Similar timings but variation in numbers of cases 

              Source: NNDSS 
*South Australia and Victoria are currently experiencing a backlog of influenza notifications to be entered into the NNDSS 



NNDSS Laboratory confirmed influenza cases by state 2016 

State # Rate/ 
100K 

ACT 3087 765 
NSW 103852 1341 
NT 1460 594 

QLD 56136 1157 
SA 27588 1610 
Tas 3505 677 
Vic 48104 778 
WA 6012 234 

Total 249744 1031 

   




